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OVERVIEW

1. Soil Relocation
• Present/future regulatory requirements for soil relocation
• Key objectives of soil relocation provisions
• Policy and legislative development
• Changes to the Environmental Management Act (EMA) and

Contaminated Sites Regulation (CSR) in relation to soil relocation
• Proposed site investigation protocol
• Soil Relocation Information System (SRIS)

2. Compliance and enforcement



• Current process applies to 
contaminated soil from 
contaminated sites 

• Future process will apply to soil from 
commercial or industrial sites where 
the soil is not contaminated (non-
waste quality soil)

• Emphasis on soil analysis and 
ministry/public notification

• Waste quality soil managed through 
other regulatory mechanisms (e.g. 
permit)

• Archaeological sites

REGULATORY REQUIREMENTS FOR SOIL RELOCATION



KEY OBJECTIVES OF NEW SOIL RELOCATION PROVISIONS

Improve clarity of requirements and process 

Encourage greater beneficial re-use of soil 

Ensure that First Nations, local governments, industry and the public have access 
to soil relocation information

Improve regulatory oversight including compliance



POLICY AND LEGISLATIVE DEVELOPMENT (UP TO MARCH 5, 2020)

2014–2015

Discussion Paper, 
webinars

2016

Intentions Paper, 
webinars

2017–2018

Working groups

2019

Policy direction 
paper,  webinars

2019

Request for 
Decision approved

2019

Request for 
Legislation 
approved

Mar 5, 2020

Bill 3 passed



POLICY AND LEGISLATIVE DEVELOPMENT (SINCE MARCH 5, 2020)

Mar 5, 2020

Bill 3 received Royal 
Assent

Jan / Feb 2021

Intentions Paper 
(CSR), webinars

Mar 2021

Received comments 
on the Intentions 
Paper

Mar / June 2021

Reviewed comments 
and developed new 
concepts

Jul / Aug 2021

Targeted consultation

Drafting the CSR 
amendments

5 Jan 2022

Final Policy Direction 
Paper (CSR), webinars

May/

June 2022

MO / OIC approved

Oct 2021 / Mar 
2022

The soil relocation amendments come into force on March 1, 2023



Removal of 
CSRA

Establish a 
Notification 

Process

Analysis of 
Soil Quality

Establish 
High 

Volume 
Sites

EMA CHANGES – SOIL RELOCATION



CSR CHANGES – SOIL RELOCATION REQUIREMENT
Notification 

Form (Schedule 8) 
must be submitted by 

a QP online

Form submitted 1 
week prior to soil 

relocation

Site specific 
information required

No submission fee



EXEMPTIONS FROM SOIL RELOCATION

1

Receiving 
site is not 

in BC

2

Receiving 
site is non-

reserve 
federal 

land 

3

Quarry 
Material

4

Preload     
(from sites 

with no 
Schedule 2 

Uses)

5

Winter 
mainten-
ance sand

6

Soil 
Volume         
< 30 m³



• Soil relocation requirements 
will apply to reserve lands 
as source and receiving sites

• Heard early in consultation 
that some First Nations felt 
pressured to take soil of 
unknown quality

• Engaged with First Nations

SOIL RELOCATION ON RESERVE LANDS



• Soil analysis requirement
• Known soil quality

• Additional requirements for 
high volume sites

• Provincial permits are not 
required on any federal land

WHAT THIS MEANS FOR RESERVE LANDS



QUESTIONS

SOILRELOCATION@GOV.BC.CA

mailto:Soilrelocation@gov.bc.ca


Sampling requirements for soil 
relocation will be outlined in a 
new Site Investigation Protocol

SITE INVESTIGATION PROTOCOL new



CSR CHANGES – SOIL RELOCATION

Commercial and 
industrial quality 

soil

Does not apply to 
low impact soil -

RL, PL, AL, WL 
soil quality

REQUIREMENT
Vapour quality 

analysis



HIGH VOLUME SITE REQUIREMENTS

Site Location

No organic substances 
allowed within 10 m of 

water body

Existing siting 
requirements in other 
regulations must be 

met

Soil Management 
Plan

Containment measures

Groundwater 
monitoring

Soil records

Developed by QP 
Signed by an AP

Registration

Prescribed amount is 
>20,000 m3

Form (Schedule 8.1) 
must be submitted by a 

QP

Separate 
from notification 

requirement



HIGH VOLUME SITE EXEMPTIONS

Does not apply to 
low impact soil –
RL, PL, AL and WL 

quality soil

Does not apply to 
linear 

infrastructure 
projects

Does not apply to 
pre-existing high-

volume sites 
retroactively



Conduct soil 
analysis

Soil removal is 
required from a 

site

Commercial/
industrial use

AND
≥ 30 m3?

Exceed applicable 
land use 

standards at 
receiving site?

Notification is not 
required

Regulated under
EMA/WDR authorization

> 20,000 m3

proposed for 
deposit?

Additional 
requirements 

under CSR 

Notify ENV one week 
prior to relocation

Relocate soil in 
accordance with 

municipal bylaws etc.

Yes

NO

Yes

NO

NO

Yes

NEW SOIL RELOCATION PROCESS



• QPs are registered with a 
professional organization

• Sign the soil relocation 
notification form and the 
high volume site 
registration form 

• Prepare soil management 
plans for high volume 
receiving sites

QUALIFIED PROFESSIONAL (QP)



SOIL RELOCATION INFORMATION SYSTEM (SRIS) 

Under 
Construction

Soil Relocation Dashboard

Soil Relocation Site Map



COMPLIANCE AND ENFORCEMENT-APPROACH



COMPLIANCE AND ENFORCEMENT-COMPLIANCE 
MODEL



➢ EMA 120 (17) has been 
amended to include EMA 
section 55(1.1) and (1.3) 

➢ Anyone who commits an 
offence and is liable 
on conviction to a fine not 
exceeding 200,000 or 
imprisonment for not more 
than 6 months or both.

➢ Proposal for updates to the 
Administrative Penalties 
(Environmental Management 
Act) Regulation presently under 
consideration

COMPLIANCE AND ENFORCEMENT- OFFENCES 
AND PENALTIES



QUESTIONS

SOILRELOCATION@GOV.BC.CA

mailto:Soilrelocation@gov.bc.ca
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