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WHAT IS A CONTAMINATED SITE?

An area of land where soil, groundwater, surface water, vapour, 
or sediment contains concentrations of substances exceeding:



MAKING CONTAMINATED SITES CLIMATE READY

Discussion paper focuses on 
amending contaminated sites 
laws to:

• Incorporate climate change 
adaptation and sustainability

• Strengthening requirements to 
protect groundwater quality



Discussion paper and 
online questionnaire 
on the Engage BC 
website

Comments welcome 
until December 13, 
2022

“What We Heard” 
summary of 
comments will be 
posted

GET INVOLVED



RELATED ENVIRONMENTAL PROTECTION INITIATIVES



Outcomes: 

1. Indigenous engagement

2. Adaptation to climate change

3. Evaluation of remediation alternatives

4. Periodic review of risk management

5. Requirements for groundwater aquifers

6. Financial security

DISCUSSION PAPER OUTCOMES AND OPPORTUNITIES



Potential Opportunities: 

• Requirements supporting effective 
engagement and consultation

• Guidance to support understanding of 
obligations and consistent practices

Question:

• How best to incorporate Indigenous 
Peoples’ consideration of risk 
assessment and remediation options?

1. INDIGENOUS ENGAGEMENT



Potential Opportunities: 

• Consider future climate impacts during site 
investigations and evaluation of remediation 
alternatives

• Periodic re-evaluation of long-term remediation

2. CLIMATE CHANGE ADAPTATION IN THE CS FRAMEWORK



Potential Opportunities: 

• Requirements for evaluating 
remediation alternatives

• Consider sustainability, 
vulnerability and adaptation

3. REMEDIATION ALTERNATIVES EVALUATION



Potential Opportunities:

• Require regular periodic 
review of sites with risk 
assessment or risk 
management plans

• Require updating vulnerability 
and sustainability assessments

4. PERIODIC REVIEW OF REMEDIATION EFFECTIVENESS



Potential Opportunities: 

• Remediation requirements for viable drinking water aquifers

• Classification and ranking based on potential future use

• Remediation requirements based on classification and rank

5. REQUIREMENTS FOR VIABLE GROUNDWATER AQUIFERS 



Potential Opportunities: 

• Policy for Monitored 
Natural Attenuation

• Timeframe for remediation

5. REQUIREMENTS FOR VIABLE GROUNDWATER AQUIFERS 

1 year 10 years 20 years



Potential Opportunities: 

• Review and revise financial security requirements

• Evaluate existing practices and identify integration 
opportunities

6. FINANCIAL SECURITY PROVISIONS

Public Interest 

Bonding Strategy
Contaminated 

Sites Remediation

Industrial Activity



Discussion paper and an online 
questionnaire are posted at: 
https://engage.gov.bc.ca/
govtogetherbc/consultation/
making-contaminated-sites-
climate-ready/

Comments by: December 13, 2022

Questions: Kelli.Larsen@gov.bc.ca

PROVIDING COMMENTS ON THE DISCUSSION PAPER

Thank you!

https://engage.gov.bc.ca/govtogetherbc/consultation/making-contaminated-sites-climate-ready/
mailto:Kelli.Larsen@gov.bc.ca


Questions/Comments



BREAKOUT ROOMS – (45 MINUTES)

Outcome 1 – How best to incorporate Indigenous Peoples’
perspectives on risk assessment and remediation options?

• requirements for Indigenous engagement when remediating 
contaminated sites

• when should First Nations be engaged when evaluating 
remediation options

• method of engagement, timeframes for response, process for 
sharing of information/reports


